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Intellectual Property

• Introductions

• IP Assets

• IP asset value

• IP & IPR 

• Trade secrets & know how

• Brands and trademarks

• Anything else – please just ask



IP as an Intangible Asset

• IP is in the intangible asset 
class

• Intellectual Property has 
significant value to the 
business

• But, in general, it is not 
expertly understood

• IP is often mistakenly thought 
of as solely a “legal” issue 

Tangible Assets     ~30%
• Office stuff
• Stock & inventory
• Machinery
• Vehicles
• …..

Intangible Assets     ~70%
• Intellectual Property
• Knowledge
• Goodwill
• Contracts
• Supplier and customer relationships
• …..



Intangible Asset’s Market Values

“Over the past 35 years, the developed 
world economies have experienced an 
economic inversion. These markets are 
being transformed from their industrial 
manufacturing base to an innovation-
driven foundation. This shift is one of 
the most under-exploited themes in 
contemporary economics, finance, and 
investing.”

• Matthew Johnson of Ocean Tomo



What is IP & what is IPR? 



Trade Secrets or know-how



Employee Know-how

• Get specialist legal advice

• Can ex-employees set up in direct competition? 
• Employment contracts

• Partnership or shareholder agreements

• Can they take ideas they developed for my business?
• IP tends to owned by the employer, but not always

• What if a group leaves my business to work together?
• Team move – might be prohibited in contract



Brands and Trademarks
• Should I protect my brand? 

1. Is it a problem if I’m forced to change my company name?
• Build goodwill, and then cease and desist letter lands…
• Fight the letter or change your name at your expense

2. Is it a problem if my competitor starts using my 
trademark?
• You notice that your orders are decreasing and a competitor is 

piggy-backing on your brand and good reputation

3. Will my trademark add value to my business and future 
plans? 
• Franchising, sale, or expansion of the business



Thank you 

Any questions?
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